[Acute encephalitis/encephalopathy associated with transient involuntary movement and limbic dysfunction in the recovery phase].
We report 3 patients aged 3 - 4 years who presented with impaired consciousness and status epilepticus or a cluster of seizures, followed by transient involuntary movements and limbic dysfunction in the recovery phase. In all the patients, the involuntary movements were observed mainly on the left side and consisted of dystonia, athetosis, chorea, facial myoclonus, and oral dyskinesia. The patients also showed stereotypic movement, oral tendency, visual agnosia, and emotional disturbance, which suggested limbic dysfunction resembling Klüver-Bucy syndrome. Single-photon emission computed tomography (SPECT) revealed hypoperfusion of the unilateral basal ganglia and the adjacent frontal and temporal lobes. No obvious lesions were observed on brain MRI in the acute phase in 2 patients, who recovered completely during the follow-up period. However, the last patient, who had abnormalities with regard to the limbic system and subcortical white matter on diffusion-weighted image in the acute phase, exhibited mental retardation, epilepsy, and persistent oral tendency during the follow-up period.